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NOTE: The President spoke at 3:23 p.m. in
Richardson Auditorium at Princeton University.
In his remarks, he referred to Harold Shapiro,
president, Princeton University; Michael
Rothschild, dean, and Ruth Miller, assistant dean,
Woodrow Wilson School; Sean Wilentz, director,
Program in American Studies, and Katharine
Strong Gilbert, president, American Whig-
Cliosophic Society, who presented the President
with the James Madison Award for Distinguished
Public Service; and historian Arthur Schlesinger.
The conference was entitled ‘‘The Progressive
Tradition: Politics, Culture, and History.’’

Statement Urging Action On
Tobacco

October 5, 2000

Today the Campaign for Tobacco-Free
Kids, the American Cancer Society, the
American Heart Association, and the Amer-
ican Lung Association issued a report show-
ing that while some States have devoted a
substantial portion of their tobacco settle-
ment to reduce youth smoking, most have
committed only modest or minimal funds.
Tobacco companies are spending 10 times
more to market their product than all 50
States combined are spending on tobacco
prevention and cessation. I encourage all
States to commit a significant part of their
settlement to address the harm that tobacco
companies have caused through decades of
deceptive marketing, especially to youth.

With a clear ruling last week by a U.S.
District Court allowing the case to proceed
to trial, the Attorney General today re-
affirmed her intention to hold tobacco com-
panies accountable for their actions. Tobacco
companies have saddled generations of
Americans with unnecessary health costs and
premature death by fraudulently marketing
their products to youth and deceiving the
American public about the dangers of to-
bacco use. More than 400,000 Americans die
each year from smoking-related diseases, and
80 percent of them started smoking as chil-
dren. Today I renew my call to Congress to
reject special protections for big tobacco and
provide the funds necessary to allow this case
to be decided in the courtroom, not the back
room. Together with our partners in the
States, we can and must make the health of

our children a priority. The American people
deserve their day in court.

Statement on Hate Crimes
Legislation
October 5, 2000

Today the Republican leadership made a
serious mistake by stripping the hate crimes
legislation from the Department of Defense
Authorization bill, despite strong bipartisan
support in both the House and Senate. The
Republican leaders have turned their backs
on legislation designed to send the message
that all persons should be treated the same
under the law—no matter what their race,
color, religion, sex, national origin, sexual ori-
entation, or disability.

This legislation would enhance the Federal
Government’s ability to prosecute violent
crimes motivated by race, color, religion, or
national origin and would authorize Federal
prosecution of crimes motivated by sexual
orientation, gender, or disability. This legisla-
tion also recognizes that State and local law
enforcement still have primary responsibility
for investigating and prosecuting hate crimes.

It has been over 2 years since the brutal
dragging death of James Byrd, Jr., and about
2 years since the heinous death of young
Matthew Shepard. We owe their families—
and all the families of hate crimes victims
across this country—no less than to pass this
legislation this year. Working with the bipar-
tisan coalition that supports hate crimes leg-
islation, I will continue to fight the Repub-
lican leadership in Congress to make sure
this important work gets done this year.

Proclamation 7352—German-
American Day, 2000
October 5, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
As we celebrate German-American Day

and the many contributions that German
Americans have made to our national com-
munity, we also mark the 10th anniversary
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of German unification. The historic achieve-
ments of the last 10 years are all the more
remarkable when we remember the dark
days of the Cold War, a time when many
citizens in Eastern Europe and around the
globe lived under governments of oppression
and tyranny. Nowhere was the threat more
real than in West Berlin, where Americans
and Germans stood together in defense of
democracy and commitment to freedom. Ul-
timately, after almost three decades of divi-
sion, the Berlin Wall came down and the
people of Germany were reunited. Today,
Americans and Germans are working to-
gether to ensure that democracy will be an
abiding legacy for future generations
throughout Europe.

Our present efforts are only the latest
chapter of our shared history. In 1683, Ger-
man Mennonites seeking religious tolerance
landed near Philadelphia. Their arrival
marked the beginning of waves of German
immigration that would ebb and flow with
the tides of history, ultimately bringing more
than 7 million people to our shores. Today,
nearly a quarter of all Americans can trace
their ancestry back to their Germanic roots,
and they continue to enrich our Nation with
a proud heritage marked by a strong commit-
ment to family, work, duty, and country.

Many prominent German Americans have
strengthened our society through the years.
Publisher Johann Peter Zenger championed
freedom of the press in the early 18th cen-
tury, and Thomas Nast’s powerful cartoons
increased public awareness of corruption
within Tammany Hall in 19th-century New
York. During the American Revolution,
Baron de Kalb and Friedrich von Steuben
fought valiantly for our freedom, just as
Dwight Eisenhower and Chester Nimitz did
in World War II. German Americans who
have enriched America’s cultural, scientific,
and economic life include writers John
Steinbeck and Erich Maria Remarque; physi-
cists Albert Einstein and Maria Goeppert-
Mayer; philosophers Hannah Arendt and
Paul Tillich; and industrialists and business
leaders John D. Rockefeller and John Wana-
maker.

Behind the many well-known individuals
who have played a prominent part in our his-
tory are millions of German immigrants

whose names are not widely recognized, yet
who profoundly shaped the America we
know today. Industrious German Americans
helped settle our cities and frontiers; defend
democracy during times of conflict; promote
our prosperity in times of peace; and pre-
serve the bonds of family and heritage that
our Nation shares with the people of Ger-
many. As we celebrate German-American
Day and the 10th anniversary of German uni-
fication and look ahead to the promise of a
new century, America recognizes with pride
and gratitude the important role that Ger-
man Americans continue to play in the life
of our Nation and celebrates the strength of
our friendship with Germany.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim Friday, October
6, 2000, as German-American Day. I encour-
age all Americans to remember and celebrate
the important contributions made to our
country by our millions of citizens of German
descent and to celebrate our close ties to the
people of Germany.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifth day of October, in the year
of our Lord two thousand, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America
the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 10, 2000]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 11.

Remarks at a National Leadership
PAC Reception in New York City
October 5, 2000

The President. Thank you for the stand-
ing ovation. [Laughter] Thank you for being
here to——

Audience member. New York loves you!
The President. You guys calm down. This

is a rowdy crowd here. Look, I’m not as
young as I used to be. I don’t know if I can
quiet this crowd. I’m tired. Go easy on me


